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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: INTERNATIONALIZATION OF INDOCHINESE REFUGEE RESETT- 
LEMENT: POSSIBILITIES IN LATIN AMERICA 

REF: (A) 77 BANGKOK 25318(NOTAL); (B) 77 LA PAZ 9725(NOTAL); 

(C) 77 BRASILIA 10175(NOTAL) 

1 . LARRY WARD, PRESIDENT OF FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY INTERNATIONAL, 
WAS IN THAILAND AGAIN LAST WEEK. HE EXPLAINED THE CURRENT 
STATUS OF THE REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT PROJECT IN BOLIVIA TO 
LESLIE A. GOODYEAR, UNHCR REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR 
WESTERN SOUTH ASIA. THE PROJECT WILL COVER ONLY HMONG 
REFUGEES. TWO OF THEM HAVE BEEN INVITED TO LOOK AT THE 
PROJECT SITE IN BOLIVIA AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. AN ADVANCE 

PARTY OF TEN MEN IS SCHEDULED TO FOLLOW IN APRIL. THE 
INITIAL 50 FAMILIES WOULD MOVE FROM THAILAND TO 
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BOLIVIA IN JUNE. ANOTHER 50 FAMILIES COULD FOLLOW 
IN NOVEMBER 1978. 

2. WARD EXPRESSED SOME CONCERN ABOUT OBTAINING TRAVEL 
DOCUMENTS AND PAYING FOR TRAVEL COSTS. HE ALLUDED TO 
$2,600,000 THAT THE BRITISH COLUMBIA GOVERNMENT MIGHT 
MAKE AVAILABLE. HE ALSO SAID THAT THE TRIP FOR TWO 
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THAI MINISTRY OF INTERIOR OFFICIALS TO BOLIVIA WAS 
APPARENTLY OFF. THE BOLIVIANS WANT TO WORK ONLY WITH 
FOOD FOR THE HUNGRY ON THIS PROJECT. 

3. COMMENT: WE HOPE THAT THE RTG ENTHUSIASM FOR WARD'S 
CURRENT SCHEME WILL NOT MEET DISAPPOINTMENT. A PILOT 
PROJECT IS THE ONLY RATIONAL WAY TO BEGIN. WE WOULD 
APPRECIATE ANY ENLIGHTENMENT LA PAZ OR THE DEPARTMENT 
MAY HAVE ON PROGRESS OF THIS PLAN, AND WHETHER WARD HAS 
FINANCING AVAILABLE TO MOVE THE REFUGEES FROM BANGKOK 
TO BOLIVIA. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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